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Objectives: 


				At the conclusion of this session, students should able to:





				42.1	Describe the mission of the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA)





				42.2	Discuss the overall organizational structure of the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) and its relationship to: (1) other federal agencies, including the President; (2) state emergency management agencies; and (3) local emergency management agencies





				42.3	Briefly describe the history of the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) and its predecessors, e.g., civil defense





				42.4	Discuss the Individual and Public Assistance Disaster Relief programs, including the process whereby Presidential Declarations are made





				42.5	Identify opportunities and difficulties Federal Emergency Management Agency personnel confront when they try to use sociological research conclusions
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Scope


				Through this session students will meet with a representative from the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) and learn first hand the agency mission, history, and structure.
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Requirements


				Professor must arrange for field trip with appropriate agency personnel and brief them on the topics to be covered (see Supplemental Considerations). Also, student liability waivers may be required by the University; it is the professor’s responsibility to make sure that all required forms are completed prior to departure. Car pooling by students should be encouraged.





Remarks


				While an agency visit is recommended, the objectives of this session also may be accomplished by a guest speaker. Regardless, the professor must insure that the presentation provided covers the topics specified and does not drift into a “public relations story.” The professor must emphasize that adequate time for student questions is expected, i.e., approximately 15�20 minutes.





�
Supplemental


Considerations





Mission


				An overview of the mission of the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) should be outlined briefly including major statutory authorities.





Structure


				A summary of the structure of the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) should be outlined, including its relationship to: (1) other federal agencies, including the President, (2) state emergency management agencies, and (3) local emergency management agencies. The origins of the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) and its predecessors should be described briefly.





Disaster Relief


				The Individual and Public Assistance Disaster Relief programs, including the process whereby Presidential Declarations are made should be summarized briefly.





Sociological


 Research


				The opportunities and difficulties Federal Emergency Management Agency personnel confront when they try to use sociological research conclusions should be described.





Student


 Questions


				Since each student will arrive with at least four questions they would like to ask, the speaker must be forewarned that adequate time must be available. When appropriate, follow�up contact by telephone may be encouraged for those students who have a question or two they would like to ask the speaker.





�
Teaching Tip


				Remind students that there will be a review session (i.e., No. 43) where the assigned readings will be integrated with the field trip experience. Issues raised in the specific reading assignment and prior class discussions should be related to the questions they formulate to ask the speaker, e.g., professionalization of emergency management (Session No. 30), disaster insurance (Session No. 34) and strategies to rationalize disaster responses (Session No. 23). Internship opportunities with FEMA should be explored.
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